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ship to tell Lord Sunderland the whole matter, and prevail
that I might attend with him upon my Lord Treasurer.
Yesterday Lord Somers came to see me, and told me very
kindly he had performed my commission, that Lord
Sunderland was very glad we should renew our acquaint-
ance, and that he would whenever I pleased go with me
to Lord Treasurer. I should in a day or two have been
able to give your Grace some further account, if it were
not for an accident in one of my legs which has for some
time confined me to my chamber, and which I am forced to
manage for fear of ill consequences. I hope your Grace
will approve of what I have hitherto done. I told Lord
Somers the nicety of proceeding in the matter where the
Lord Lieutenant was engaged, and design to tell it Lord
Sunderland and Lord Treasurer and shall be sure to avoid
any false step in that point,1 and your Grace shall I hope
soon know the issue of this negotiation, or whether there
be any hope from it.

If it became me to give ill names to ill things and persons,
I should be at a loss to find bad enough for the villainy
and baseness of a certain lawyer of Ireland, who is in a
station the least of all others excusable for such proceed-
ings, and yet has been going about most industriously to
all his acquaintance in both Houses towards the end of
the session to show the necessity of taking off the Test
clause in Ireland by an Act here, wherein you may be
sure he had his brother's assistance.2 If such a project
should be resumed next session, and I in England, unless
your Grace would send me your absolute commands to
the contrary, which I should be sorry to receive, I should
hardly forbear publishing some paper in opposition to it,
or leaving one behind me if there should be occasion.

I most humbly thank your Grace for your favourable

1 This passage is a reply to what King had said in his letter of
16 December {sujbra, p. 65).

- In connection with the previous letter this denunciation of Speaker
Brodrick, who is of course the person denoted in this passage, has
been mentioned (supra, p. 83, n. 4). His eldest brother, Thomas
Brodrick, was still more extreme in his political views. ("Prose
Works/5 v, 12, 294.) It is to him and not to the Speaker that Swift
refers in the " Letter concerning the Sacramental Test," where he
writes of "an honest bellwether of our house," who expressed the
hope that he would live to see the day when bishops were unknown in
Ireland, (Ibid, iv, 14.)nly then that Swift
